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The first and most prominent objects seen by the
visitor to Tiahuanaco are several badly defaced, im-
mense stone images close to the railway track, in their
design and arrangement most strikingly like the
similar monuments found at the ruined temple site
at Cocle in Panama. (See Chapter VI.) A short
distance east of these rises the truncated pyramidal
hill of Akapana. It has been claimed that this hill,
which is approximately one hundred and seventy feet
in height, is entirely artificial, but my examinations
and studies of the spot convince me that it is largely
natural, and that, instead of being built up from the
surface of the plain, together with several smaller
hills about it, Akapana was originally much larger,
and that much of the natural material was removed in
order to give it and its neighbors the pyramidal forms
desired. In form its base is rectangular, four hun-
dred and ninety by six hundred and fifty feet, with
each side almost mathematically in line with the re-
spective cardinal point of the compass. Originally
the sides, for a portion of their height at least, were
faced with huge rectangular stone blocks and smaller
rocks, but the greater part of these has been carried
away by the natives for their own uses, while hun-
dreds of tons of the walls were crushed and used as
ballast for the near-by railway.
Originally, too, a huge water-basin occupied the
top of the hill with stone conduits leading from it to
the base, while an immense stone stairway gave ac-
cess to the summit. All of these have been broken,
thrown about or removed entirely, and from the por-
tions remaining it is impossible to say whether Aka-
pana was intended as a place of worship, a temple